
09 KOCHI newindianexpress com

12-yr-old
boy killed in Russian drone 
attack in central Ukraine 

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 25 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 TDS
Dubai 44 28 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 20 13 SNY

Los Angeles 32 19 SNY
Melbourne 17 5 LC
Moscow 28 13 SNY
New York 26 15 SNY
Singapore 32 25 TDS
Toronto 23  13 SNY
Washington 26 14 SNY
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FLOOD-HIT 
ACEH MAY SEE 
MORE RAINS   
Survivors in Indonesia 
were piecing back 
shattered lives on Friday 
after devastating floods 
killed more than 1,750 
people across five 
countries, with fears of 
fresh misery as more rain 
looms. Indonesia’s 
meteorological agency 
warned Aceh could see 
“very heavy rain” through 
Saturday, with North and 
West Sumatra also at risk.
Indonesia has borne the 
brunt of the disaster, with 
its toll rising to 867 dead, 
and 521 remaining 
missing, authorities said. 
Many are in Aceh province 
on the island of Sumatra, 
where more than 
8,00,000 people have 
also been displaced. 

CURBS ON 
CROSS-BORDER 
TAXIS EASED  
Under new agreements 
between Singapore and 
Malaysia aimed at 
improving travel 
convenience, cross-border 
taxis will be allowed to 
drop off passengers 
anywhere in their 
destination country, The 
Straits Times reported. 
However, foreign taxis will 
still be restricted to 
picking up passengers at 
designated points to 
prevent them from 
offering local point-to-
point services, the
transport ministries said 
in a joint statement on 5 
December. Currently, 
cross-border taxis can 
only use one designated 
pickup and drop-off point 
after crossing the border.

GOVT TO RAISE 
AIRPORT TAX IN 2026 
Thailand will raise the airport tax  

for outbound passengers on 
international flights starting in 

2026, The Straits Times reported. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Transport 

Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn 
said the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Thailand has approved an increase 
in the Passenger Service Charge for 

departures at six airports.
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Trump-backed Texas voting 
map gets top court’s nod

U.S. POLITICS

WASHINGTON 

THE US Supreme Court on 
Thursday allowed Texas to use 
redrawn congressional dis-
tricts for the 2026 midterm elec-
tions, boosting the hopes of  
President Donald Trump’s Re-
publicans to retain control of  
the House of  Representatives.

The push by Texas, which 
carves out five more Republi-
can-friendly districts and came 
at the behest of  Trump, 

launched a series of  similar ef-
forts in states around the 
country.

The decision by the conserv-
ative-dominated high court 
stayed a lower ruling which 
had said the redrawn maps 
“unconstitutionally” sort vot-
ers based on race. 

“Texas needs certainty on 
which map will govern the 2026 
midterm elections, so I will not 
delay the Court’s order,” Jus-
tice Samuel Alito, one of  six 

conservatives on the bench, 
wrote in his concurring opin-
ion. The three liberal justices 
all dissented with the order, 
which was unsigned.

“The District Court conduct-
ed a nine-day hearing... And af-
ter considering all the evidence, 
it held that the answer was 
clear. Texas largely divided its 
citizens along racial lines to 
create its new pro-Republican 
House map,” Justice Elena Ka-
gan wrote in her dissent. AFP

US military’s focus to shift to Latin 
America under Trump’s new policy
White House calls for cultivating resistance within Europe against 
pro-immigration govts, seeks to broker end to Russia-Ukraine war

WASHINGTON 

US President Donald Trump’s 
administration set forth a new 
national security strategy that 
paints European allies as weak 
and aims to reassert America’s 
dominance in the Western 
Hemisphere.

The national security strate-
gy, meant to flesh out Trump’s 
norms-shattering worldview, el-
evates Latin America to the top 
of  the US agenda in a sharp reo-
rientation from longstanding 
US calls to focus on Asia to face 
a rising China.

The document released on 
Friday by the White House is 
sure to roil long-standing US al-
lies in Europe for its scathing 
critiques of  their migration 
and free speech policies, sug-
gesting they face the “prospect 
of  civilisational erasure” and 
raising doubts about their long-
term reliability as American 
partners.

It reinforces, in sometimes 
chilly and bellicose terms, 
Trump’s “America First” phi-
losophy, which favours non-in-
tervention overseas, questions 
decades of  strategic relation-
ships and prioritises US inter-
ests above all. The US strategy 
“is motivated above all by what 
works for America—or, in two 
words, ‘America First,’” the doc-
ument said. 

This is the first national secu-
rity strategy, a document the 
administration is required by 
law to release, since the Repub-
lican president’s return to of-
fice in January. It is a stark 
break from the course set by 

President Joe Biden’s Demo-
cratic administration, which 
sought to reinvigorate alliances 
after many were rattled in 
Trump’s first term and to check 
a more assertive Russia.

The United States is seeking 
to broker an end to Russia’s 
nearly four-year-old war in 
Ukraine, a goal that the nation-

al security strategy says is in 
America’s vital interests. But 
the document makes clear that 
the US wants to improve its re-
lationship with Russia after 
years of  Moscow being treated 
as a global pariah and that end-
ing the war is a core US interest 
to “reestablish strategic stabil-
ity with Russia.”

President Donald Trump speaks at the US Institute of Peace on Thursday |  AP

2027 deadline for Europe-led NATO defence: Report
Washington: The United States is urging Europe to take on the bulk of 
NATO’s conventional defence responsibilities, including intelligence and 
missile systems, by 2027, Pentagon officials told diplomats in
Washington this week, according to a Reuters report. Some European 
officials described the deadline as ambitious. Shifting this burden from 
the US to its NATO allies would fundamentally change how America, a 
founding member of the post-war alliance, collaborates with its closest 
military partners. US officials also warned that if Europe fails to meet 
the 2027 deadline, the US could withdraw from certain NATO defence 
coordination mechanisms

DON’S NEW    
PRIORITIES
President Donald Trump’s 
administration released on Friday 
a long-awaited national security 
strategy that sharply changes US 
priorities in line with his “America 
First” worldview. Some key 
takeaways

No NATO expansion, 
which is a clear blow to 
Ukraine as it fights off 
Russia’s invasion

Washington wants 
access to key 
resources and 
strategic spots, while 
keeping governments 
stable to stem large-
scale migration north

China is cast as a 
competitor, but the 
focus shifts from 
military rivalry to 
economic competition

The paper is upbeat 
about closer US–India 
ties, despite past 
friction during Trump’s 
time in office

With greater US energy 
independence, Gulf oil 
matters less. The 
strategy also highlights 
Iran’s weakened position 
after US and Israeli 
strikes

Israel gets only a brief 
mention — essentially 
that it should remain 
“secure”
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Munir new Pak Chief of Defence Forces 
Islamabad: Pakistan’s defence ministry on Friday 
officially notified the appointment of Field Marshal 
Asim Munir as the first Chief of Defence Forces, a move 
aimed at the major restructuring of the military 
command since the 1970s. The development came a 
day after President Asif Ali Zardari approved Munir’s 
appointment. E
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS (NBHM)
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NBHM invites applications for its Master’s and Doctoral 
Scholarships (2026 edition). Selection follows a Written test 
and subsequent interview. The Written Test is scheduled for 
Saturday, 24 January 2026. The test scores are also used by 
several institutions to screen candidates for admission to their  
PhD / Integrated PhD / Master’s programmes. For details, visit 
https://www.imsc.res.in/~nbhm/
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